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Book the Month Club---September Selection 


Marquand, John Little Time. Little, Brown. 


August 20, 1943. $2.75. 


With the publication The Late George Apley, Pulitzer 
Prize winning novel some years ago, Marquand was 
established satirist the first rank. His succeeding 
novels are best forgotten. Now Little Time again 
shows some ability although not disciplined well 
his Boston satire. 


Jeffrey Wilson’s life husband the rich Madge Hayes 
pulled him into the circle the rich such Fred and 
Beckie who insisted being Rural for which purpose 
they acquired the old Higgins farm and spent $100,000 
modernizing with bars and butlers. Beckie even 
wrote its history and bound gold tooled Florentine 
leather for the edification her week-end guests, the list 
which always included one two Celebrities. When 
Jeff and Madge were visiting, one the Celebrities was 
Buchanan Greene, the poet the Little People who wrote 
“fishermen and dirt farmers and lumberjacks and fallen 
women from the mining camps (with voices) rising 
reproaching chorus principally unrhymed iambic 
against the wrongs the privileged few. 
second Celebrity that same week-end was Walter New- 
combe. During the late thirties began the rise popu- 
larity the foreign correspondents. For them, exem- 
plified Walter Newcombe, Marquand 
choicest satire, deserved Walter’s case, certainly not 
though for many another real life. office boy 
the news room Walt had been outstanding for his den- 
sity. Suddenly through publisher’s vagary was sent 
the paper’s foreign office. Unaccountably developed 


from second-rate journalist into Foreign Corre- 
spondent, 


debonair man the world, streamlined troubadour 
who hobnobbed, they said Walter’s jacket (of 
his book) with nearly everyone. The doors the 
Chancelleries were open him. Bruening, Hitler, 
Mussolini, Dollfuss, Simon, Churchill, King George 
and Léon Blum, Trotsky, Lenin, Stalin, the Shah 
Persia, the Duke Windsor, Gandhi, the Old Marshal, 
the Young Marshal, Sun Yat-sen, Kemal Ataturk, 
Konoye, Benes, Tojo, and Prince Chichibu—all these 
gentlemen were familiar and rather amusingly uncom- 
plex figures Your Foreign Correspondent. There 
secret repressions when Your Correspondent tapped 
upon their doors. They might their palaces 
political dungeon devoting their attention 
attack gallstones international anarchy, but they 
still had lots and lots time see Your Correspond- 
ent; and they were genial, ordinary fellows, too, not 
stand-offish stuck up, but very much like you 


They were always disarming mood when they saw 
Your Correspondent, just little tired, jut little wist- 
ful they gazed back upon their achievements—when 
they saw Your Correspondent. Taken off their guard 
that way—something Your Correspondent’s person- 
ality must have done it, although really was 
ordinary fellow, too, just like you me—they were 
trapped into being amazingly revealing. true that 
they were tactful and only too aware the weight 
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Marquand Smith 


state secrets, that often they told Your Correspond- 
ent confidences off the record which may revealed 
fifty sixty years from now, confidences bit too heady 
for you present. Yet even so, subconsciously 
they gave still more. They gave lift the eye- 
brow, nervous tic the larynx, involuntary 
fidgeting their padded chairs, look out 
the window the chimney pots London, the 
majesty the Dolomites, the minarets Istanbul, 
the miniature quaintness the Nippon country- 
side—but Your Correspondent understood those hidden 
meanings (p. 25-6). 


Walter’s interviews and views were published several 
books such World Assignment, Beware Those Honeyed 
Words and Call the Turn; the Book-of-the-Month Club 
and the Literary Guild distributed them its members; 
Hollywood was quick seize his temporary popularity 
(as they recently did with another similar bit unofficial 
reporting); luncheons and week-end parties was the 
cynosure attention. 


Jeff’s real interest and vocation was the theatre, where 
held high position competent play-doctor, re- 
vising the scripts amateurish dramatists. For the Broad- 
way theatre group Marquand has few shafts irony; the 
Hollywood crowd, which Jeff also attached, hit 
bit sharply though not devastatingly. The link between 
Hollywood and Broadway actress Marianna Miller, 
deeply love with Jeff. New York, teacher 
protegé, gives her little attention; Hollywood and 
away from Madge their attachment deepened and for 
most his stay there they lived together. 


Within his family circle chief attachment for his 
son Jim, student Harvard the story openes October 
1940. The war was imminent. Almost coincident 
with Jim’s appointment Officer’s Training School 
came his serious love affair with mediocre Sally Sales. 
Then Jeff realized that Jim might have “little time” 
which some the things wanted do. What 
these things are, beyond the completion the romance, 
never desire give Jim free hand 
the ordering his life brings conflict with Madge who 
would prefer see Jim and Sally enjoy “companionate 
marriage” status rather than permanently bound 
once. But Jim, with his father’s aid, marries Sally and 
least one part the story has happy ending. 


The youthful romance between Sally and Jim and the 
adult liaison between Jeff and Marianna form only 
minor although cohesive portion the story. Its chief 
attraction will for the satire the correspondents, its 
delineation the foibles the rich, such Beckie and 
Minot Roberts, whose drinks had mixed 
just right, its character study gardener whom Jeff 
tried fire chapter that priceless humor. The 
problem the war the undercurrent carrying along 
thoughts; his inability comprehend the nearness 
war undoubtedly duplicates the thought history 
many Americans the pre-Pearl Harbor year. The weak- 
ness the book lies its vagueness; satire too 
satisfying theme. Yet skillfully written. Because 
its favorable treatment the liaison between Jeff and 
Marianna (never developed elaborately, however) 
profanity, recommend adults only. 


SELLERS 


Literary Guild---September Selection 


Smith, Betty. Tree Grows 
Brothers. August 18, 1943. 443p. $2.75. 

his wildest imaginings this novel-immunized reviewer 
had never thought see the day when two such mutually 
exclusive schools American literature those repre- 
sented the author Studs Lonigan and the Horatio 
Alger epics could made collaborate like the lion and 
the lamb producing startlingly new hybrid species 
novel foist upon unwary reading public. Yet this 
what Betty Smith has done Tree Grows 
Brooklyn. For more than four hundred pages she carries 
along with all the stark and brutal realism that 
Farrell while disaster after disaster piles the 
shoulders her hapless Irish-Austrian family only have 
them rescued the last fifty pages combination 
luck and pluck unsurpassed any Alger’s heroes. 
Under the author’s guidance follow the adventures 
the Nolan family, its women, Williamsburg, 
slum district Brooklyn, about the time the first 
World War, which war such however scarcely enters 
the story. 


1900 Katie Rommely, the daughter Austrian born 
parents, met Johnny Nolan who was keeping company 
with her best friend, Hildy O’Dair. Hildy was soon 
brushed aside and with stardust their eyes Katie and 
Johnny embarked blithely married life. Johnny was 
dreamer and essentially weak nature while Katie was 
the essence practicality. parents had bee 
peasants and even America their family had known 
hardships complicated brutal father but sustained 
more easily through indomitable mother who strove 
that her descendants should have easier life than her- 
self. Katie she gave one piece advice—education 
the key success—and though Katie had but little school- 
ing she turn determined that her children should have 
more than she. the Nolan household therefore the 
daily routine included page from Shakespeare and one 
from the Bible, the Protestant version because Mrs. Rom- 
mely thought was more valuable than the Catholic. 


The story really begins 1912 when Francie, the elder 
child, eleven and Neely, her brother, ten. Although 
the Nolans had begun married life under auspicious cir- 
cumstances series misfortunes had finally deposited 
them the slum district Brooklyn. Johnny Nolan, 
who was pretty man but not steady one, had de- 
veloped into drunkard, working only occasionally 
singing waiter. Johnny’s drunkenness was the romantic 
rather than the brutal type but nevertheless shame was 
the Nolan family over his failing. However against the out- 
side world they presented firm front and though their 
father was weak they did not love him any the 
was Katie who, her earnings charwoman, provided 
the family’s scanty living. 


Life was tough and brutal their section Brooklyn but 
Katie always kept the spark decency glowing her 
children who however were perfectly conversant with all 
the seamy aspects the environment which they lived. 
There was tree that grew Brooklyn, called the tree 
heaven. was the poor man’s tree and struggled even 
under the most adverse conditions lift its leaves the 
sky. Katie and Francie and Neeley strove retain 
their self-respect and although they were and the 
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environment did not succumb but strove always 
rise above it. 


climax his career Johnny finally died intemper- 
ance and exposure. Even with third child expected 
Katie still faced life composedly. spite her com- 
posure the situation grew desperate and disaster was only 
averted the last moment when the children were given 
odd jobs around saloon which brought sufficient 
money feed the three. Both children however had 
been kept school and managed graduate. The next 
fall the unwilling Neeley was sent school while 
the eager and avid Francie who thirsted for knowledge 
was forced continue working because her mother felt 
that, matter how great the she was strong 
enough overcome them and return school later. 
Bluffing her fourteen years into sixteen Francie held several 
small factory jobs before securing better position 
press clipping bureau where she soon earned sufficient 
money support the family what was for them luxury. 
Shortly after the war began this job folded but she 
quickly secured another teletype operator which even 
enabled her attend summer session college 
special student. One night date she met Lee Rhynor, 
soldier his way France and lonely. She fell 
love with him completely, vowed wait for him and 
then two days later received letter from his bride 
blighted romance and threw her into short-lived despair. 
this point enters the “deus machina” the person 
Sergeant Michael McShane, comfortably wealthy re- 
tired policeman, who married Katie, assumed the family 
cares, and the story closes, Francie the ripe age 
sixteen prepares college with the assurance that 
five years she marry the dependable somewhat 


stodgy Ben Blake. 


Many other characters, especially Katie’s family, enter 
the story. these the most important was Sissie, her 
sister, who married promiscuously without the formality 
securing divorces. Since she was always married 
justice the peace she felt that the Church did not rec- 
ognize her marriage valid and therefore responsibility 
attached first ten children were stillbirths 
but when her latest husband finally mastered her and she 
fell love with him she produced living 
major fault was course the absence limits her 
kindness. Katie’s mother, Granma Mary Rommely, was 
certain respects good woman and steadfast purpose 
but was essentially superstitious. Other characters enter 
the story but mostly for purpose atmosphere and that 
sordid sort. 


Miss Smith’s main contention seems that matter 
how sordid the environment can always conquered 
the strong and steadfast purpose. Her three women, 
Mary, Katie and Francie, fasten all their desires upon 
decency and betterment and finally achieve measure 
success, removal from the slums and economic se- 
curity. this extent there good the story that 
her characters did not permit themselves brutalized 
the environment but rather rose above it. many 
cases her characters are finely drawn and with the excep- 
tion the more sordid scenes her description the Nolan 
life the milieu that day excellent. However the 
inclusion excessive degree extremely sordid bru- 
tality under the guise so-called modern realism vitiates 
much the book’s value. addition the characters 


Ryan 


whom she presents Catholics are only nominally so, 
are weak and superstitious their spiritual values, and 
are not all representative the Church. Also times 
the morality the characters bad when Katie told 
Francie that she would have been happier had she slept 
with her soldier friend rather than refused him. The 
book therefore should recommended only discrimi- 
nating adult readers and then not too highly. 


Ryan, Lt. Richard Spin in, Dumbwhacks. Lip- 
pincott Co. July 21, 1943. 153p. $1.75. 

“Birds lucky! They learn But surely 
bird was ever forced undergo the rigors the pilot- 
producing education which Uncle Sam gives his Avia- 
tion Cadets before transforming them into that proudest 
fledglings, Second Lieutenant the Army Air Corps. 
Lieutenant Ryan writes with feeling this education 
Spin in, Dumbwhacks—a feeling that proud and sincere 
since himself, contrary all his expectations, made 
the grade. 


Omaha, Nebraska, the spring 1941 Freshman Med 
Student Dick Ryan flunked anatomy. the custom 
med students sought consolation nearby tavern 
where found friend, George Souders, reading news- 
paper the Air Corps. matter seconds Ryan 
and Sod were their way recruiting station. They 
finally passed physical their second chance but then 
they waited for months without orders. desperation 
(the bankroll was running low) they finally telephoned 
the Chief the Air Corps Washington and were im- 
mediately assigned primary flight training Thunder- 


bird Field, Phoenix, Arizona. 


When high spirits they arrived Thunderbird 
October 4th they were met the upperclassmen who 
quickly crushed all illusions grandeur with that purely 
American practice correcting “faulty mental 
series processes designed take the excess starch out 
man without affecting his essential dignity. 
this went processing, their first introduction into army 
methods, drill, physical education, about which every 
soldier gripes, and then that gala day when first they 
met plane. Naturally the boys were cocky—that one 
the characteristics youth. But then they met their 
flying who not only had flying experi- 
ence but who also had taught countless other cadets and 
were well versed the application those essentials 
practical psychology necessary develop their students 
into pilots. After the preliminary lessons came the solo 
flight and after that practice the air. the time the 
boys were finished Thunderbird they were sure that 
they knew all about flying, delusion that was quickly 
shattered when they went Bakersfield for basic train- 
ing. With the first glimpse their new training ship 
they were sure that aviation was too much for them— 
they could never learn handle that baby. But again 
instructors nursed them through and they really began 
learn with confidence the necessary techniques land- 
ings, night flying, instrument flying, spins and all the other 
things that were necessary know about plane flight. 
course all the time they had been plagued with ground 
training meteorology, navigation, regulations, etc., which 
first they considered bore but whose importance they 
later realized fully. 
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Wolfert Carlson 


Basic training ended with formation flying and cross coun- 
try flights which course, even with the most elaborate 
precautions, Ryan managed lose himself. The next 
stop was Stockton, advanced training, and the last mile. 
Here their flying techniques were polished, formation fly- 
ing was intensified and finally they received the silver 
wings pilot. Many other aspects cadet’s life are 
covered and throughout the book Lt. Ryan has done 
excellent job describing his subject. The humor 
fresh, cocky and typically American and all the attitudes 
are those mentally healthy young men. Occasional 
possibly slightly suggestive remarks (pp. 73, 129, 150) 
may make the book unsuitable for high school readers but 
for all others can recommended highly. 


Wolfert, Ira. Torpedo Houghton, Mifflin. July 13, 


1943. $2.00. 


Should the war the Pacific last long enough and Ira 
Wolfert’s typewriter escape becoming one the casualties 
the war, promises undo the purpose daylight- 
saving having old and young America alike burning the 
mazdas well beyond bedtime. Winner the Pulitzer 
prize journalism for his dispatches from the Solomons, 
author first novel, Tucker’s People, and the eye- 
witness account, The Battle for the Solomons, all within 
year, has hammered out addition virile Ameri- 
canese the dramatic story Swede Larsen’s torpedo- 
bomber squadron from its inception Norfolk, Virginia, 
its last days Guadalcanal. Taking off slowly like the 
Grumman Avengers, which its heroes flew, the story 
whips into fast-moving narrative, which dips and swirls 
through scenes destruction and sudden death, wherein 
these young Americans prove the mettle their manhood 
the skies above the Pacific. 


Detached from the aircraft carrier, Hornet, put into 
commission the new Grumman Avengers, the men 
Torpedo under the driving, soft-spoken leadership 
Swede Larsen did the record time two months. 
May after terse, hurried farewells wives and sweet- 
hearts, the squadron roared out Norfolk route for 
Honolulu, arriving there find their carrier already put 
sea and the battle Midway about break. Six 
the planes hurtled out Midway once; from there 
riding their new flying torpedoes, while the part the 
original squadron, left the Hornet, attacked their 
older craft, they struck the Jap. The Jap struck back. 
Forced low overcast fly down narrow tunnel, 
more than mile wide, lined Zeros waiting ambush, 
its mouth belching solid wall anti-aircraft fire, the 
bombers were tumbled out the sky like aluminum hail. 
“The squadron was like raw egg thrown into electric 
fan, and only three men came out the action alive.” 


Rocked back their heels the disaster, their con- 
fidence their machines and tactics deeply shaken, the 
squadron rallied round the imperturbable leadership 
Swede Larsen and the slogan, which amplified into 
“Attack—and Vengeance”. Out the few survivors 
the first calamitous mission together with those who had 
failed see action and the inevitable replacements, the 
squadron was reformed. Their chance prove the worth 
the ships they flew and the valorous skill the men 
who handled them came with the attack Guadalcanal. 


Raining their bombs from the skies, strafing the Japs 
they dodged through the jungle and the cocoanut groves, 
ramming their torpedoes home beneath the waterline 
the Tokyo Express, while with each passing day the 
shadow Bataan loomed ever more darkly over the 
narrow beachhead, they wreaked their terrible vengeance 
upon the Jap, who had clipped their wings Midway. 


three months and week, they flew thirty-nine mis- 
sions. They chalked their credit two carriers and 
scored hits battleship, five heavy and four light 
cruisers, destroyer and transport. When their planes 
were shot pieces the skies blasted bits naval 
bombardments that harrowed Henderson Field nightly, 
they picked rifles and tommy-guns hunting for 
snipers lend the Marines hand holding the line. 
For the forty-two who plummeted into the sea Midway 
and for the others who from time time lost their lives 
the daily and nightly gamble with death and down 
the Solomons, they exacted their bloody toll with com- 
pound interest. They themselves turn paid the price 
nerves worn raw and reflexes dulled from the terrific 
strain under which they fought and lived. 


The book studded with brilliant descriptions how 
these winged halfbacks death whirled through broken 
field anti-aircraft fire engagement after engagement 
carry their torpedoes home. There are tragic and un- 
forgettable incidents, such Red Dogget’s dive through 
the darkness the night into the fatal water could not 
see John Traurman’s groping search through impene- 
trable mist for the invisible landing field could not 
find. Better even than these, perhaps, are the psycho- 
logical descriptions what went the minds these 
men they moved the kill, and the immeasurable 
self-control and mental accuracy their work demanded 
them. Brief and swiftly paced the book is, man- 
ages give insight into the character Swede Larsen 
and the men who made his squadron, the warm 
comradeship and deep devotion that grew among them, 
and the very human qualities its heroes duty and 
off. recommended all those who relish story 
epic proportions, and who like think with pride 
what manner fighting man still bred beneath the 


Eagle’s wings. 
Jacklin, 


University Scranton. 


Carlson, John Roy. Under Cover. Dutton. July 19, 1943. 
544p. 


John Roy Carlson (apparently pseudonymn), born 
Greece Armenian parents, came, the age twelve, 


with his family the United States 1921. Becorning 
interested the activities first Armenian terrorists and 
later anti-Semitic pamphleteers, began, 
autumn 1938, single-handed investigation certain 
groups that seemed him actual potential enemies 
the American Democracy which had given him freedom 
and home. 


Beginning with the anti-Semites, Mr. Carlson built 
new personality for himself becoming “George Pag- 
Italian-American strong Fascistic sym- 
pathies. even published The Chris- 
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tian Defender, mimeographed propaganda sheet, which 
went far gain him the confidence the groups 
sought enter. 


Under Cover Mr. Carlson’s account what heard 
and saw during the following four years’ association with 
organizations ranging character from the “German- 
American Bund” “America First, Inc.” acquired 


membership some dozen and half groups that were 
either openly pro-Axis seemed him be, effect, 
promoting Axis aims. 


Mr. Carlson was also minded look into the workings 
American Communism. For this purpose became 
Correa”, advtertized The Daily Worker and fre- 
quented Communist meetings. “But,” quote Mr. Carl- 
son, “inevitably the crucial point, I’d questioned, 
commanded produce identification, and provide list 
persons who would vouch for me. believe must 
easier join the than the Party.” 
So, perforce, Under Cover deals with only one wing—the 
Fascistic—of the real suspected anti-Democratic move- 
ment the United States. 


Under Cover not easy evaluate. The author gives 
names, dates and places, and quotes directly from con- 
versations with all sorts persons. did not confine 
his investigations New York City, but also visited Wash- 
ington, Chicago, Salt Lake City, Detroit, Boston and 
other towns. illustrates his book with facsimiles 
letters, pamphlets, articles and membership cards, bear 
out some his statements. view all this, the present 
reviewer inclined accept Mr. Carlson truthful 
witness regarding what personally heard and saw. His 
deductions and assumptions are something else again. 
For Mr. Carlson seems little apt occasion reason 
had some dealings with Therefore Fascist sym- 
pathizer, also. Moreover, Mr. Carlson arbitrarily classes 
friendly the Axis all those Americans who during 
the Spanish Civil War preferred Franco’s military dicta- 
torship Spanish Republican anarchy—which gro- 
tesque. Finally, declares the Sinarquista movement 
Mexico species clerical fascism”. may be; 
but President Comacho and his government appear not 
think so, according John White’s article 
Sinarchism the June Sign. these reservations, 
Under Cover valuable piece work, which the 
informed mature reader will find highly interesting. 
outstanding lesson is: Look before you leap, the matter 
joining organizations which bear any taint the “vigi- 
lante” spirit—the tendency invoke extra-judicial penal- 
ties and extra-legal force promote any ends, however 
apparently good themselves. 
Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Seager, Allan. Equinox. Simon Schuster. August 19, 


1943. 408p. $2.75. 


Allan Seager’s Equinox semi-psychoanalytical novel 
partially based upon the Electra complex but with major 
variations give modern appearance. The main 
characters are Richard Miles and his seventeen-year-old 
daughter, Mary, but the author also introduces new 
character Henry Verplanck, amateur psychologist, 


Seager 


who, driven sense his own inadequacy and lust 
for perverted knowledge, intentionally creates strains and 
stresses which induce neuroses and lead personality 
disintegration his subjects. The scene New York 
City 1939-40. 


1939 Richard Miles, distinguished and successful for- 
eign correspondent whose news analyses are authoritative, 
sees the Europe and the way life with which 
familiar disintegrating about him and acquires sense 
uneasiness and inefficiency. has been separated from 
his wife and has not seen his daughter for years but when 
the former dies quickly accepts the responsibility 
caring for the latter excuse which would permit him 
return and perhaps would give firm anchor his 
life. Returning New York temporizes over sending 
for Mary but finds time renew relations with ex- 
mistress, Margery Elliott. Finally Mary runs away from 
her convent school, joins Richard New York and the 
two take apartment near Washington Square with 
Mary’s sole ambition seemingly being care for her 
father. Shamefacedly Richard takes minor position 
translating cables for Havas and severs all connections 
with his former life including those with his mistress. 


the story progresses meet Henry Verplanck whose 
overweening obsessions are food and planned personality 
disintegration. first Henry engaged the systematic 
destruction, means alcohol, Seward Stephenson, 
young poet. the verge breakdown Seward foils 
Henry dying ruptured appendix. Nothing daunted 
Henry determines marry Margery Elliott, who has been 
all the world’s mistress, study the strains necessary 
produce neurosis woman. When Margery comes 
tell Richard her marriage she the first discover 
that his daughter love with him and out pique 
tells him so. 


Richard horrified and makes many efforts interest 
Mary other things. But she remains adamant and 
though her love demands nothing but with her 
father the strain finally becomes great for him that, 
desperation, goes Verplanck seeking the name 
reputable phychiatrist. Since Margery has not succumbed 
his plans Verplanck seizes avidly upon this juicy morsel 
and persuades Miles let him handle the case. does 
this suggesting independently both father and 
daughter that they sleep with each other solve their 
problem. last resort Mary finds herself man, young 
Stanley Dinsmore, and marries him but leaving him re- 
turns home immediately upon her father’s insistence 
under Verplanck’s urging. The strain under which father 
and daughter live increases until the tension snapped 
Mary’s suicide. then becomes clear Richard that 
himself was responsible for Mary’s death that 
had refused accept the strain her love and had sent 
her Verplanck who induced the neurosis which led 
her death. also sees that only out selfish motives 
had accepted the responsibility caring for Mary be- 
cause would enable him escape the responsibility 
playing his role analyst disintegrating Europe. 
therefore takes other action than obtain im- 
mediate assignment Europe the story ends. 


Actually the book concerned with the Electra complex 
only far offers situation for Verplanck’s 
machinations and leads expression what 
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Stone 


Miles considers his evasion duty. Because this the 
whole plot strained and distorted and value, espe- 
cially from the standpoint human psychology, can 
derived from the book. addition there are numerous 
objectionable features which render recommendation 
the book impossible. Among these may cited over- 
indulgence profanity, vulgarity and obscenity seen 
pages 73, 166 and 314. can also condemn the 
lack condemnation the career Margery Elliott 
whose sexuality ran rampant through all classes men 
and was wholly without excuse. Also there the bru- 
tality Verplanck, especially the scene with Mary 
(pp. 325-331) which there false interpretation 
evil and the Church’s position; slighting reference 
the Virgin Birth (p. 294) and generally sneering attitude 
toward Catholicity. All all the book should not 
recommended any class reader. 


Stone, Irving. They Also Ran. Doubleday, Doran. May 
22, 1943. 389p. $3.50. 


How often did American voters pick the wrong man for 
president, and how often did they choose wisely? How 
often did they elect the candidate who seemed, every 
reasonable test, preferable, only have radical 
change events render his defeated rival the ideal leader 


solve the new problems? 


What the box score democratic elections since 
Are the voters getting smarter all the time, mak- 
ing fewer and fewer mistakes, are they repeating the 
identical errors they made hundred years 
percentage wins, loses [sic], and draws? (vii). 


these novel and pointed queries Irving Stone attempts 
answer means biographical line drawings nine- 
teen Also Rans presidential elections. These, says, 
are the men the American electorate rejected; who was 
right, the voters the vetoed? 


Among the political corpses dug respectfully but vigor- 
ously the author are Horace Greeley, James Cox, 
Henry Clay, Jennings Bryan, Charles Evans 
Hughes, and James Blaine. Alfred Smith and 
Wendell Willkie are studied with due reservations for the 
future. these men others had been chosen for the 
presidency, what extent would our history have been 
Would have been sadder happier? 


Mr. Stone’s score sheet highly interesting, question- 
able. From 1800 1876, concludes, American voters 
guessed wrongly five presidential elections, prudently 
three, and, two campaigns, either candidate would 
have been sound choice. Since 1876, have been 
right five times and wrong thrice. Thus, 


The score tied: not even the meagerest margin 
has democracy been able prove that has the dis- 
cernment choose the best man available for the most 
important office the land (p. 367). 


This would seem somewhat severe judgment. 
Waiving the fact that have not had much opportunity 
choose lately, might point the author’s own 
admission that election results must measured qualita- 
tively well quantitatively. single victory good 
judgment time crisis can atone for several election 
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mistakes; conversely, one election error committed 
crucial hour can offset several victories quieter years 


(p. 370). 


The characters, policies, and last struggles the nineteen 
felled presidential oaks are presented swift, dramatic, 
and colorful style, with some keen clinical observations 
the psychology the American electorate. The book 
lively and robust campaign torchlight parade 
the ’eighties. 


Mr. Stone draws some shrewd lessons political wisdom 
exhumes the clear, holds, that party 
lines have proven stronger than independent judgment 
our presidential elections. Popular government, thinks, 
thus faced with dilemma; two-party system neces- 
sary the functioning democracy, yet out the two- 
party system has arisen majority the political ills 
the nation (p. 368). 


Elsewhere notes that two the worst presidential 
selections ever made the people occurred the end 
wars, and were due, believes, the “lethargy following 
major wars” (p. 32). this same lethargy, asks, 
follow World War II, and present with another Grant 
Harding? 


The chief defect the book: the author too sure 
what would have happened the country the nineteen 
Shattered Columns had reached the White House. 
cannot really certain that Charles Evans Hughes 
“would have carried out the will the people, would 
have secured the best man for each job, would have 
been one the most efficient executives the country’s 
history” (p. 116). have some doubts that “John 
Davis would have made the kind president whom 
Thomas Jefferson would have approved” (p. 
possible that Fremont might have made better presi- 
dent than Buchanan, must realize the infinite capacity 
politician for disappointing the most reasonable hopes. 


brief, the author does not content himself with keeping 
score. goes out very long and very thin limb, and 
indulges some crystal gazing abundantly unsupported 
proof. This precisely how several his nineteen 
presidential Stricken Stags lost their elections. 


But, parlor game for tired professors political 
science, mild suggestion the electorate that they 
themselves might usefully become tired little 


ing, Mr. Stone’s tour force very acceptable. 


Exception hereby taken Henry Pringle’s opinion 
(quoted 297) that Smith has never been 
influenced any [political?] act any [political?] policy 
the fact that Roman Catholic.” And, for the 
record, let said that Governor Smith’s article April 
1927 the Atlantic Monthly, explaining Church-and- 
State relations, means the accepted Catholic doc- 
trine the subject. This article referred the 
present volume 300. 


The general reader will enjoy every page this book, and 
may well inspire some student our political history 
write much more profound and more carefully argued 
essay along the same novel and provocative lines. 


Durkin, 
University Scranton. 
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Taylor, Henry Men Motion. Doubleday, Doran. 


April 1943. 303p. $3.00. 


Among the stories foreign correspondents Men Mo- 
tion differs from many another that its author has been 
successful businessman who evidently has also been 
close student economics and politics. does not con- 
fine his writing reporting although there much 
that here. Some excellent chapters appear, particularly 
those analyzing the whole African campaign and the rea- 
sons for Rommel’s defeat. There are the usual amount 
and type anecdotes which serve appetizers whet 
the public appetite for the heavier courses. 


For Mr. Taylor the heavy course his reaffirmation 
almost pure individualism. Cleverly begins his ac- 
count with the story his ancestors, typical immigrants 
who hewed and hacked for themselves respected place 
their communities; the author himself followed their 
example risking all business. His theory that 
America always was and always will land un- 
limited opportunity; present the government, subsidy 
and boondoggling killing initiative and undermining the 
Americans’ faith themselves. 


Inconsistently with this view points out that modern 
man Europe and America caught tremendous 
“mechanistic network, (which has grown) the real 
ruler the men and tools which bound 
separate Thus economic and technological de- 
velopments, rather than political ones, would seem 
the root troubles. Then goes out another limb, 


Now the next era’s new tool the making. The 
airplane coming age. was born hard work 
and long hypothesis, and with every step its develop- 
ment shall have taken one more step toward the 
Age Air. can open vast new areas the earth. 
New streams development all hemispheres will 
one day flow from this new river transportation and 
communication; new lands, new soil, new 
herent this invention itself, thought keenly for 
the winning this war, the greatest single contribu- 
tion future peace and better world. (Italics ours.) 


This businessman speaking, looking for new economic 
worlds conquer, failing perceive that transportation 
and communication are merely means. the time 
Gutenberg books were looked upon the same light; 
while printing was limited good books was good 
tool; but could also produce others, witness Mein 


Kampf. 


would not fair Mr. Taylor not mention that 
occasionally gets away from the economic (and from 
attacks the New Deal which accusses “boon- 
doggling global basis”). retains Christian spirit. 
remarkable passage shows the realization that 
“salvation torture, deliverance means torture, and peace 
lies sacrifice. This great principle Christianity and 
patriotism remains still the highest solution the 
inner life. Only there any peace conscience for 
the man the nation, and without this peace there 
peace”. 


offers several suggestions for Europe’s future. One 
that shifting the homeless and the refugees Africa 
which him the brightest uncolonized spot the 
globe. Curiously omits mention South America, 


Taylor Marsh Roberts 


possibly because his travels have not taken him 
post-war solution advocates blood bath German 
militarists responsible for the war; has great fear that 
Germany will sue for peace long before being thoroughly 
beaten conserve men and materials for World 
War III. Secondly, advocates strong France with 
which England and United States would form strong 
alliance. for Russia, realistic showing she 
playing lone hand and will continue so. 


Men Motion provocative many spots. shows 
obvious signs being written hastily. full incon- 
sistent and undigested statements. The Christian attitude 
the reasons for the conflict and its solution are far 
better handled Dawson’s Judgment the Nations. 
criticisms the New Deal, while sometimes sound, are 
too often unsubstantiated and result the book smacks 
political diatribe times. Yet mature readers will 
derive some benefit from his opinions. 


Marsh, Ngaio. Colour Scheme. Little, Brown. July 


1943. 314p. $2.50. 


thermal spring and mud-bath resort New Zealand, 
run incompetent but likeable retired British Colonel 
Claire and his wife, forms the setting for mystery that 
has some appeal for its picturesqueness but not much 
for its plausibility. Maori tribal customs, upheld strongly 
Chief Rua Kahu, are integrated with the actions 
famous Shakespearean actor Geoffrey Gaunt, Maurice 
Questing, business man questionable character, and 
Dr. James Ackrington the Royal College Physicians 
and Surgeons. The plot one espionage, revolving 
about the sinking supply ships whose sailings are re- 
ported through light signals. Although not exceptional 
Colour Scheme may recommended light summer 
reading for the family. 


Roberts, Katherine. Private Report. 
July 23, 1943. 326p. $2.50. 


Since Hitler’s forces invaded and conquered Norway many 
books dealing with the development underground re- 
sistance occupied lands have appeared. Although those 
books have detailed insofar possible the techniques 
civilian resistance and sabotage yet they have been most 
successful when addition they managed capture the 
spirit the resisting people, spirit integrity which 
keeps the heart and soul and mind free even though the 
body bound with the chains slavery and lashed with 
the whip force. book succeeded capturing that 
spirit quite well Ernst Lothar’s Beneath Another Sun 
which this reviewer represents the acme achieve- 
ment this field. However the present book, Private 
Report, the author has succeeded certain extent 
portraying the same spirit exemplified Belgian resist- 
ance from the fall that doughty country 1940 until 
the spring the present year. course this book not 
nearly well done that Lothar and somewhat 
more adventure story yet times there quiet 
dignity about its characters which deserves our respect. 


Doubleday, Doran. 


the night his country’s surrender 1940 Major 
Paul Denyn engineer the Belgian army and some 


his friends “went underground” order fight more 
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effectively for the future freedom their country. After his departure Marie applied for the special milk 
cially and the army records they died, assuming for given expectant mothers and the officials, believ- 
their work new names and forged papers. the the child Waltherr’s, treat her with special con- 
Liege and Namur seeking news his wife and When Waltherr returns learns the mis- 
daughter Paul was wounded Nazi snipers but managed and being ashamed his own impotency 
reach safety the farm Anna and Claes Vander- Reich where virility was premium fell with the 
walle where recuperated, developing during his stay erroneous assumption. This meant that the child, yet 
great affection for the elderly couple. Paul made his would treated ward the state and sent 
the home old friend, Gregoire Gerombaux, Germany reared. This horrified Marie who 
foreman mine near Liege. Gerombaux and wished flee immediately. But Paul was lying gravely 
are unable give him any news his wife and daughter wounded distant spot and she was persuaded wait. 
who have been missing since the bombing Namur. When finally the news was given Paul too wished 
Paul then started work plans organize underground 
sistance. ouns ati and waiting until con- 
The that time two choices were open Paul and Marie, either 
miners followed his lead and soon series small inci- they could escape plane England and safety 
son was established with English and American espionage oad steel reaching the farm safely. Paul was 
agents and Paul whose engineering training gave him spe- forced leave immediately take part large scale 
cial knowledge the most vulnerable points produc- commando raid the coast, from whence was 
tion and transportation systems was able direct England give further information. flown 
rapidly became thorn the side the Nazis and the plane drops not bombs but milk 
inspiration his fellowcountrymen. Although babies. 
self participated many bold raids gradually became Report many instances story action but 
the overseer who planned and guided others until true value lies the way represents the attitude 
ally found himself moving about the country co-ordi- the Belgians. The present black, the invader harsh, 
nating all groups. starvation imminent and hope seems almost gone but they 
Headquarters was Brussels charge Georges Du- have faith that better future ahead and they are will- 
mesnil, outwardly playboy and collaborator. With sacrifice anything bring that future into existence. 
Dumesnil worked Julie, his uncle’s former mistress, who, Always they_maintain their own integrity, with baffle 
madame exclusive house, wormed information the Nazis. They are patient, long-suffering, unswerving 
from the German officers and occupation After their determination and they recognize the power 
some months Marie and Jacquie Denyn escaped from ridicule destroy the enemy and humor bolster their 
France wither they had fled during the invasion and morale. There are several elements such occa- 
turn Belgium where the organization reunites them profanity (two instances) and vulgarity, too real- 
with Paul. But officially Paul was dead and description marital pleasure, the use prostitu- 
the Denyns could not live together family. This was tion obtain information and the rather light value 
also prohibited the nature his work. Thus Marie Placed human life which tend vitiate the good quali- 
and Jacquie took house Liege where Paul, being the book and render unsuitable for any but 
most hunted man Belgium, could see them only adult readers. 
sionally. Shortly after this arrangement had been made 
German officer, Captain Waltherr was billeted Index This Issue 
Marie. This Waltherr who had been unmanned 
wound received Poland was neurotic but did not bother For the index previous issues, see June 15th 
about bear Paul’s child. 
Carlson, Under Cover, 62. Aug. 15, 1943. 
Paul asked the English obtain information Marquand, Little Time, 1943 
gence question him German forces and defense dis- Ryan, Spin in, Dumbwhacks, 15, 1943. 
positions. also given news the outside world 63. 15, 1943 
almost dies requiring many months recover. They Also Ran, 64. Aug. 15, 1943 
Captain Waltherr finally was unsettled the quiet ob- Taylor, Men Motion, 65. Aug. 15, 1943. 
structionism the female Denyns and left for Germany. Wolfert, Torpedo Aug. 15, 1943. 
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